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SECTION I – INTRODUCTION 

Purpose and Scope of the Inspection 

On June 14, 2022, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) conducted a compliance evaluation 
inspection (CEI) of the Stringfellow Superfund Site located at 3450 Pyrite Road, Riverside, California, 
EPA ID No: CAD 981161870.  The purpose of the CEI was to evaluate the compliance of the container 
storage activities of the environmental samples from the Exide Preliminary Investigation Area (PIA)  
with the applicable federal environmental statutes and regulations, and in particular, the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), as amended, the regulations provided in the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR), Chapter 40, Parts 261-265, 268, 273, and 279, the California Health and Safety 
Code (HSC), Division 20, Chapter 6.5; the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22, Division 
4.5.1 

Facility/Site Description 
 
Stringfellow Superfund Site consists of a former hazardous waste facility and a plume of polluted 
groundwater in Jurupa Valley, California.  California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) 
continues to extract and treat the contaminated groundwater via its onsite treatment facility, Pyrite 
Canyon Treatment Facility (PCTF).  The PCTF replaced the original Pre-Treatment Plant (PCP) in 2016 
as the treatment facility for the site.  
 
The environmental samples collected from the Exide PIA are stored in six CONEX boxes (cargo 
containers) near the site of the decommissioned PCP (refer to Figure 1, Figure 2, Figure 3 and Figure 4).  
The PIA is defined as an area encompassing an approximately 1.7-mile radius surrounding the former 
Exide Technologies, Inc., (Exide) battery recycling facility in Vernon, California.  DTSC is responsible 
for cleaning up the lead contaminated soil at residential properties, schools, parks, day care centers, and 
childcare facilities associated with the environmental release from Exide.  The PIA samples are 
currently subject to litigation hold.   

 
1  All citations in this report refer to the California Code of Regulations (CCR) refer to Division 4.5 of Title 22 of the current California 
Code of Regulations.  EPA is enforcing California hazardous waste management program requirements as approved and authorized by the 
United States on August 1, 1992 (see 57 Fed. Reg. 32726, July 23, 1992), September 26, 2001 (66 Fed. Reg. 49118, September 26. 2001), 
October 7, 2011 (see 76 Fed. Reg. 62303, October 7, 2011) and January 14, 2020 (see 85 Fed. Reg. 2038, January 14, 2020). 
Corresponding Federal citations are provided as a convenience in brackets.  
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Figure 1 – Site Vicinity Map 

 
Figure 2 – Exide Sample Container Storage Location 

 

 
Figure 3 – Exide Sample Container Storage Location (aerial view) 
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SECTION II – ON-SITE OBSERVATIONS  

 
Figure 4 – Six CONEX Boxes 

 
 
EPA Inspector Sharon Lin arrived at the main entry gate of the Stringfellow Superfund Site at 10:30am 
on June 14, 2022.  Piotr Kostecki granted access for EPA’s inspection.  Mr. Jeff Muller provided a health 
and safety briefing for EPA. 
 
Piotr Kostecki and Jeff Muller led EPA to the Exide Sample Container Storage Area at the 
decommissioned PCP which was located adjacent to the main entry gate.  EPA observed six locked 
CONEX boxes (cargo containers).  The CONEX boxes are identified as CONEX box A, B, C, D, 
#228169-0 and #229429-7, from left to right (refer to Figure 4).  According to Mr. Muller and Mr. 
Kostecki, the storage area was used as an employee parking lot when the PCP was in operation prior to 
2016.   
 
According to Mr. Muller, CONEX boxes A, B, C and D were installed in May 2018.  The dimension for 
each of these four CONEX boxes was 40 feet in length, 8 feet in width, and 9.5 feet in height.  CONEX 
boxes #228169-0 and #229429-7 were installed in March 2021.  The dimension for each of these two 
CONEX boxes was 40 feet in length, 8 feet in width, and 8.5 feet in height.  In May 2018, DTSC had 
anticipated up to seven CONEX boxes to be stored at this location based on the SOP for Exide Sample 
Retention and Management at Stringfellow Site (refer to Appendix B).    
 
Mr. Muller described the sample shipment logistics as the following: The environmental laboratories 
which performed analyses of the Exide PIA samples were obligated to hold the samples for a specified 
time period under their contract with DTSC.  When that specified contract period expired or neared 
expiration, the laboratory would contact Mr. Muller via a consultant to the DTSC.  Mr. Muller would 
then contact Mr. Kostecki to arrange for a suitable date for shipment of the samples.  Mr. Muller, Mr. 
Eric Garcia and Mr. Kostecki would be available to receive and store the laboratory samples in the 
CONEX boxes.   
 
Mr. Kostecki opened each of the six CONEX boxes for EPA.  EPA inspected each of these six 

A, B, C, D, 228169-0, 229429-7 
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containers.  EPA did not observe any climate controls in these CONEX boxes.   
 
EPA observed an “Exide Sample Storage Container Field Binder” in each of the six CONEX boxes.  The 
binder was visibly displayed at the entry point of the CONEX box once it was opened (refer to Appendix 
A Photograph P6140037).  The field binders included the “Storage Container Access Logs” (refer to 
Appendix A Photograph P6140028). It appeared only authorized staff had accessed these CONEX boxes 
based on the EPA’s review of the access logs.  Currently authorized staff to access the CONEX boxes 
include Mr. Kostecki, Mr. Muller, and Mr. Eric Garcia with DTSC.   
 
EPA observed pellets of boxes storing the Exide PIA sample jars in CONEX boxes #229429-7 and 
#228169-0.  EPA observed pallets of boxes and boxes on shelves storing the Exide sample jars in 
CONEX box A, B, C and D.  The samples have not been unpacked since the receipt of the sample 
shipments except for one or two incidences in the past two years, according to Mr. Muller.   
 
EPA randomly selected a packaged sample box in CONEX box C and asked Mr. Muller to open the box 
so EPA could observe the condition of the individual containers holding the samples.  EPA observed a 
glass sample jar containing soil sample collected by the Exide PIA project (refer to Appendix A pictures 
P140038, P140039, P140040).  Boxes and sample jars appeared to be in good condition.   
 
EPA selected a pallet of boxes (Pallet 7_9-8-21) in CONEX box 229429-7 and work order 440-26188 in 
CONEX box D.  EPA asked Mr. Muller to produce the detailed sample information in the randomly 
selected containers.  Mr. Muller was able to provide chain of custody documents from the shippers 
(laboratories) associated with these samples in a timely manner.   
 
Section III – RECORDS REVIEW 
 
Access Log 
 
EPA reviewed access logs in the field binder present in each of the six CONEX boxes.  EPA notes the 
following: 
 

1. Last access date prior to EPA’s 6/14/2022 inspection:   
  
CONEX Box Last access date 
A 2/17/2022 
B 6/14/2022 
C 9/29/2021 
D 9/22/2021 
#228169-0 3/17/2021 
#229429-7 9/08/2021 

 
2. All entries for the access logs were properly filled out by the authorized DTSC personnel. 
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Sample Tracking System 
 
At EPA’s request, Mr. Muller showed EPA the Stringfellow Laboratory Samples Inventory Summary, an 
electronic sample tracking system for the samples in the six CONEX boxes.  This electronic sample 
tracking spreadsheet was organized in a way where DTSC would be able to readily locate the samples in 
the CONEX box.  The information in the inventory summary has been constantly updated based on the 
information in the Exide EQUIS database system.   
 
At the time of EPA’s inspection, there were 162,184 samples from the Exide residential PIA sampling 
and 26,092 samples from the Exide parkway PIA sampling stored in the six CONEX boxes.  According 
to the laboratory samples inventory summary, the required holding times to perform an EPA Method 
6010 metals (lead) analysis were expired for 161,907 out of the 162,184 samples from the residential PIA 
and all of the 26,092 samples from the parkway PIA.  
 
Section IV – CONCLUSION 
 
EPA has determined that the management of the Exide PIA samples at the Stringfellow Superfund Site 
does not violate the applicable RCRA hazardous waste regulations.  The samples that are currently held 
in the six CONEX boxes are not considered waste.  In addition, the sample containers were managed in 
a responsible matter and in accordance with the procedures specified in the SOP.  In addition, EPA did 
not observe any release of the contaminants in these samples based on the visual inspection and the 
records review.   

EPA has consistently taken the position that if the materials are continued to be needed as part of 
investigation or litigation, the materials would generally not be considered waste.  Once the materials 
are released from the litigation/investigation hold, the generator of the materials would make a waste 
determination to decide whether to recycle or dispose of the materials (Refer to the RCRA Online 
memos in the References section below).  In this case, the environmental samples in the CONNEX 
boxes were collected to delineate the extent of contamination caused by release from the former Exide 
facility in Vernon.  The materials would be considered solid waste and subject to a hazardous waste 
determination and any applicable RCRA regulations at the time the litigation hold is released. 

Figures: 

Figure 1 – Site Vicinity Map 
Figure 2 – Exide Sample Container Storage Location 
Figure 3 – Exide Sample Container Storage Location (aerial view) 
Figure 4 – Six CONEX Boxes 
 

References: 

EPA RCRA Online Memos 11363, 14881, 14893 
 
https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/files/11363.pdf 
https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/files/14881.pdf 

https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/files/11363.pdf
https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/files/14881.pdf
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https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/files/14893.pdf 
 
Appendix 
 
Appendix A – Inspection photographs   
Appendix B – SOP for Exide Sample Retention and Management at Stringfellow Site 

https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/files/14893.pdf
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Appendix A  
 
Inspection Photographs taken by Sharon Lin with EPA using Olympus TG-5 tough camera with 
EPA inventory decal #S72367 on June 14, 2022 
 
Photograph # Description  
P140020, P140021, 
P140022, P140023 

CONEX boxes 

P140024 Piotr Kostecki opened the lock of CONEX box #229429-7 
P140025 Pallets of boxes storing Exide sample jars in CONEX box #229429-7 
P140026, P140027 Pallet 7_9-8-21and the associated sampling chain of custody document 

in CONEX box #229429-7 
P140028 Access Log for CONEX box #229429-7 
P140029 Manufacture information on the CONEX box #228169-0  
P140030 Pallets of boxes storing Exide sample jars in CONEX box #228169-0 
P140031, P140032, 
P140033, P140034 

Pallets and shelves of boxes storing Exide sample jars in CONEX box D 

P140035 Work Order 440-26188 and associated sample chain of custodies – 
CONEX box D 

P140036  Pallets and shelves of boxes storing Exide sample jars in CONEX box C 
P140037 Access Log book for CONEX box C 
P140038, P140039, 
P140040 

Glass jar containing soil sample with sample ID RP1590-02-03 in 
CONEX box C 

P140041 CONEX box B 
P140042 Pallets and shelves of boxes storing Exide sample jars in CONEX box B 
P140043 20 black plastic totes containing sample jars in CONEX box B 
P140044 Sample label on top of one of the black plastic totes in P140043 
P140045 Pellets and shelves of boxes storing Exide sample jars in CONEX box A 
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